Synergy: Facets of Research in Open Learning

example and introduced programmes leading to the MBA and Diploma
in functional areas of management.

The growth of management schools was considerable during the
decade 1981-1990 with fifty new management schools being added among
which 50% were in the private sector. The expansion of management
education from 1990 has been very significant. The total number of
Management Schools recognised by the AICTE by December 1994 was
over 300 enrolling about 27,000 students every year for different
Management programmes in the country.

One of the recent trends in management education in India is that
the Distance Education System has been recognised as an important
alternative for providing management education. At present four Open
Universities - one national Open University(IGNOU) and three State
Universities namely : Dr.BRAOU, YCMOU, and KOU offer
management programmes leading either to the MBA or P.G.Diploma
in Management in addition to some Correspondence Institutes of
conventional Universities. The Indira Gandhi National Open University
was the first Open University to launch management programmes in
India. It started a Diploma in Management in 1987, an Advanced
Diploma in Management in 1988, and Specialised Diplomas in functional
areas of management in 1989 and MBA in 1991. Dr.B.R.Ambedkar
Open University launched its MBA in 1993. It is also launching two
postgraduate diploma programmes in the areas of marketing and
business finance in 1995. While YCMOU started its MBA programme
in 1994, KOU started Management Diploma Programme in 1994. The
total number of students enrolled every year in these four Open
Universities is about 25,000 which means that the Open Universities
provide management education to an equal number of students as
conventional Universities. The recent economic reforms and
globalisation policies have been placing greater demands on managers
of business and non-business enterprises thereby redefining the role of
Open Universities as alternative channels of management education.

MANAGEMENT EDUCATION THROUGH THE DISTANCE
MODE : AN INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE

A review of management education through the distance mode
reveals that it has become popular during the 1980s in different countries.
(See Annexure I). It may be observed from the Annexure that both
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